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Brian Albrecht, The Plain Dealer

Lonnie Timmons III, The Plain DealerFirst Sgt. Bill Nelson,
left, and Sgt. Randy Jones, stand guard outside a house that was once home to Ravenna Arsenal personnel but is now used in urban
combat exercises of the Ohio Army National Guard's Camp Ravenna Joint Military Training Center.

By Brian Albrecht Plain Dealer Reporter
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5
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The simulated guts of an improvised explosive device lay scattered on a desk in the small house in Portage County. Nearby, a
rocket-propelled grenade launcher leaned against a "blood-spattered" wall.

Flash-bang grenades were concealed as booby traps to greet Ohio Army National Guard troops who would soon burst into the
house, firing blank-loaded M-4 carbines at "insurgents" lurking in dark rooms and hallways.

In a few months these same soldiers could be repeating this urban combat training exercise for real in Afghanistan.

The Windham couple also shared a love of hunting and fishing on the arsenal's grounds, and were actively involved in the Ravenna
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Arsenal (now the APCO) Fish & Wildlife Conservation Club, which stocked the ponds and sponsored archery tournaments.

The arsenal was also used for studying aircraft crash fires.

In those tests, about 50 Berlin airlift cargo planes -- reportedly so worn out that pilots flew them to Ravenna with open doors in case
they had to jump -- were sent roaring down a runway, by remote control, and smashed into barriers.

The arsenal was re-activated for ammunition production during the Korean War and again in 1968 as the Ravenna Army
Ammunition Plant for the war in Vietnam.

Bruce Sullivan, 70, of Newton Falls, who worked in plant maintenance from 1968-70, said the plus side of the job was the arsenal's
amenities for an avid hunter and fisherman. "It was wonderful, like working in a big national park," he said.

The minus side included burning, burying or blowing-up waste explosives, and hosing down production lines, sending TNT-
contaminated fluid, "pink water," into surrounding ditches and ponds. Asbestos, Sullivan said, was so pervasive "we'd have snowball
fights with the stuff."

And the legacy of the Ravenna Arsenal slowly went toxic.

Cleaning and opening up

In the past 12 months, the arsenal has yielded three 500-pound live bombs and more than 300 dead deer.

The deteriorated bombs were part of clean-up efforts that started in 1989 and aren't expected to finish until 2018, costing more than
$150 million.

The deer were culled in Ohio Division of Wildlife controlled hunts on acreage now teeming with wildlife including turkeys, coyotes
and one very wary bobcat.

"It's really quite a significant nature preserve," said Ralph Pfingsten, of Berea, author of a new book about the history of the Ravenna
Arsenal, and a biologist who has participated in environmental studies of the site.

The ecology "has gone from excellent to probably outstanding," he added. "It's just an incredible place. The wetlands are
phenomenal, ranging from small ponds to big marshy areas, full of waterfowl."

Camp Ravenna intends to maintain as much of these natural amenities as possible, said Tim Morgan, environmental supervisor for
the Ohio National Guard.

"The mission is first. We need to train soldiers, and we need an infrastructure, and we need to traverse vehicles, and we need to do it
in a way that doesn't mess up the environment," he said.

The Guard is assuming control of arsenal sites as they are decontaminated, according to Mark Patterson, manager of the Ravenna
Army Ammunition Plant/Base Closure Realignment Commission which still has to clear about 1,280 acres of the old arsenal, spread
across 65 sites.

Patterson said that a community advisory committee has participated in the clean-up, and "in some cases can significantly change
what we're going to do" -- as in the once-planned burning of old arsenal buildings, a proposal dropped due to local opposition.

Chuck Crow, The Plain DealerDisplays of improvised
explosive devices are set up in one former arsenal warehouse to teach trainees how to spot these weapons that have proved so
deadly in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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The committee and community outreach efforts by the National Guard have lifted the secrecy once shrouding the old arsenal,
possibly inspiring speculation that it stored nuclear materials, or served as a toxic landfill or even a UFO landing site.

The change in attitude has impressed Chuck Keiper, president of the Portage County Commissioners.
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"There has been an armored ring around that property for 70 years, and this is the first time, really, that armor has come down far
enough for us to see if there is an opportunity there, in a partnership with the Ohio National Guard and Army," he said.

Noting that the current water/sewer project will not only benefit the camp but could reduce overall water and sewer rates, Keiper
added, "Hopefully there will be a good spin-off here as this grows, and we're making an investment in their infrastructure to make
sure we can capture all we can.

"Operations like these (Camp Ravenna) seem to start small and build," he said. "This is a good starting point. The rest remains to be
discovered."
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